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cock crew and Michael Scott's mind " received a new light
to which he was formerly a stranger ", including a " knowledge
of ' good and evil ' and all the ' second sights ' that can be
acquired ",1
In a German story2 a wise king eats of a white serpent
every day after dinner. His servant, out of curiosity, one
day tastes the white serpent and immediately understands
the language of animals. In a Bohemian tale 3 an old woman
brings a serpent to a king, telling him that if he ate it he
would understand the language of all animals. He does so,
but his servant, who has strict orders not to taste the serpent,
disobeys his orders, tastes, and at once his ears are opened
and he understands the language of animals. He betrays
his knowledge by laughing at a remark made by a horse ;
but the king promises to spare his life if he will bring him
the maiden with the golden hair. In a German legend of
the origin of the Seeburger lake near Gottingen it is said that
long ago there was a wicked lord whose servant once brought
to the castle a silver-white serpent instead of a fish. The lord,
who knew a little of the beast language, was pleased, for he
was aware that whoever ate of such a serpent would attain
to a complete mastery of that language. He ate his fill of
the white serpent, and his servant, against orders, tasted the
little that was left. Soon the wicked lord heard the birds
saying that the castle was doomed to immediate destruction.
He asks his servant what the cock is saying ; the servant in
his alarm betrays his knowledge of the bird language; his
master cleaves his skull, and rides away. At sunset the
castle sinks into the ground, and where it stood there stretches
a broad water.4 In another German story a girl who had
eaten of a serpent foretells, from hearing what a cock says,
that an ale-house will sink into the ground that very day and
be replaced by a deep water.5
1  W. Grant Stewart, The Popular     Contes populaires de dijf&rentes pays,
Superstitions and Festive Amusements     2eme Sdrie, p. 55 sgg.
of the Highlanders of Scotland (new        * Grimm,   Deutsche   Sagen*   No.
ed., London, 1851), pp. 53, 56.                132.
2  Grimm, Kinder- und Hausmar-         5 A. Kuhn und W. Schwartz, Nord-
chen, No. 17.                                          deutsche   Sagen,   Marchen   und  Ge-
8 A.   Waldau,   Bohmisches   Mar-     brauche^.i$^.  Compare the German
chenbuch, p. 13 sqq.;   X. Marmier,     story above, p. 108.